Practiti ner's Dock t No. ^AM-l PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Patent application 

Cliff Evans and Ma rk W. Da lton • 


for 


lnventor(s) 
SKIMMER SEAL 


Title of invention 


the specification of which is being transmitted herewith 

OR 

In re application of: 

Application No.: 0 / Group No.: 

Filed: Examiner: 
For: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.8(a) and 1.10* 

(When using Express Mail, the Express Mail label number is mandatory; 

Express Mail certification is optional,) 

1 hereby certify that, on the date shown below, this correspondence is being: 

MAILING 

□ deposited with the United States Postal Service in an envelope addressed to the Assistant Commissioner 
for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 

37 C.F.R. § 1.8(a) 37 C.F.R. § 1.10* 

□ with sufficient postage as first class mail. XX as "Express Mail Post Offge to 

Mailing Label No. EV-^^l^Ub/JJ Ub (n^andatory) 

TRANSMISSION 

□ facsimile transmitted to the Patent and Trademark Office, (703) 


jrg nature 

Date: 7/3/03^ [ 

Judith A. Schanck 



(type or print name of person certifying) 


• Only the date of filing (§ 1,6) will be the date used in a patent term adjustment calculation, although the date 
on any certificate of mailing or transmission under § 1.8 continues to be taken into account in determining 

timeliness. See § 1.703(f). Consider "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" (§ 1.10) or facsimile transmission 
(§ 1.6(d)) for the reply to be accorded the earliest possible filing date for patent term adjustment calculations. 

(Information Disclosure Statement [6-1}— page 1 of ] 


NOTE: "An information disclosure statement shall be considered by the Office if filed by the applicant within 
any one of the following time periods: 

(1) Within three months of the filing date of a national application other than a continued prosecution 
application under § 1.53(d); 

(2) Within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in § 1A91 in an 

international application; 

(3) Before the mailing date of a first Office action on the merits; or 

(4) Before the mailing date of a first Office action after the filing of a request for continued 
examination under § 1.114." 

37 CF.R. § 1.97(b). 

NOTE: "Each individual associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor 
and good faith in dealing with the Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Office all information 
known to that individual to be material to patentability as defined in this section. " 37 CF.R § 1.56(a). 

"Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of 
this section are: 

(1) each inventor named in the application; 

(2) each attomey or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application 
and who is associated with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation 
to assign the application." 37 CF.R. § 1.56(c). 

NOTE: The "duty as described in § 1.56 will be met so long as the information in question was cited by the 
Office or submitted to the Office in the manner prescribed by §§ 1.97(b)'(d) and 1.98 before issuance 
of the patent" Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13 -25 at 17. 

WARNING: "No information disclosure statement may be filed in a provisional application. "37 CF.R. § 1.51(d). 

List of Sections Forming Part of This Information Disclosure Statement 

The following sections are being submitted for this Information Disclosure Statement: 

(check sections forming a part of this statement: discard unused sections 
and number pages consecutively) 

1 . □ Preliminary Statements 

2. S FORMS PTO/SB/08A and 08B (fomierly FORM PTO-1449) 

3. □ Statement as to Infonnation Not Found in Patents or Publications 

4. □ Identification of Prior Application in Which Listed Information Was Already Cited 

and for Which No Copies Are Submitted or Need Be Submitted 

5. □ Cumulative Patents or Publications 

6. EC Copies of Listed Information Items Accompanying This Statement 

7. □ Concise Explanation of Non-English Language Listed Infomriation Items 

7A. □ EPO Search Report 

7B. □ English Language Version of EPO Search Report 

8. □ Translation(s) of Non-English Language Documents 

9. □ Concise Explanation of English Language Listed Information Items (Optional) 

10. □ Identification of Person(s) Making This Information Disclosure Statement 

(complete the following, if appropriate) 
Sections , respectively, have been continued on ADDED PAGE(S). 

NOTE: "Once the minimum requirements are met, the examiner has an obligation to consider the information. " 
Notice of April 20, 1992 (1138 O.G. 37-41. 37). 
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fRei.89— 12/01 Pub.605) 


FORM 6-1 


6-21 


Secti n 1. Preliminary statements 

Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other information, of which they are 
aware that they believe may be material to the examination of this application, and in respect 
of which, there may be a duty to disclose. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be constnjed as a representa- 
tion that a search has been made (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g)), an admission that the infomriation 
cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h)). or that no 
other material information exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission 
against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 


(Information Disclosure Statement 


— Section 1. Preliminary Statements [6-1] — 


page 3 of 


-) 


Secti n 4. Identification f Prior Application in Which List d Information 
Was Already Cited and for Which No Copi s Are Submiit d or 
Need Be Submitted 


NOTE: "A copy of any patent, publication, pending U.S. application or other information, as specified in 
paragraph (a) of this section, listed in an information disclosure statement is required to be provided, 
even if the patent, publication, pending U.S. application or other information was previously submitted 
to. or cited by. the Office in an earlier application, unless: 

(1) The earlier application is properly identified in the information disclosure statement and is relied 
on for an earlier effective filing date under 35 U.S.C. 120: and 

(2) The information disclosure statement submitted in the earlier application complies with paragraphs 
(a) through (c) of this section." 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d). 

WARNING: "This exception to the requirement for copies of information does not apply to information which 
was cited in an international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty." Notice of April 20, 
1992 (1138 O.G. 37-41. 38). See also § 609. M.P.E.P., 8th Edition. 

WARNING: While a copy of a non-English language item of information need not be submitted, if it was 
previously submitted to, or cited by. the Office in a prior application, provided it is properly identified 
in this statement and this application relies on that earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. 120, 
nevertheless, the requirement in § 1.98(a)(3) for a concise explanation of non-English language 
information does not apply unless the relevance of the information differs from its relevance as 
explained in the prior application. See § 609, M.P.E.P. 8th Edition. 


This application relies, under 35 U.S.C. § 1 20, on the earlier filing date of prior application 
SN.: 0 / , filed on (date). 

(complete the following, if applicable) 

□ This application also relies, under 35 U.S.C. 120, on the earlier filing date of prior 
application SN.: 0 / , filed on (date). 

The following references were submitted to, and/or cited by, the Office in the prior 
application(s) and, therefore, are not required to be provided In this application: 


(Information Disclosure Statement — Section 4. Identification of Prior Application in Which Listed 
Information Was Already Submitted and for Which No Copies Are Submitted or Need Be Submitted 

[6-1]— page 8 of ) 


Section 10. Identificati n of Person(s) Making This Information 
Disci sure Statement 


The person making this statement is 

(check each applicable item) 
(a) □ the inventor(s) who signs below 


SIGNATURE OF INVENTOR 


(type name of inventor who is signing) 

(b) □ an individual associated with the filing and prose- 
cution of this application (37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c)) 


SIGNATURE OF INVENTOR 


(type name of inventor who is signing) 

(c) )S the practitioner who signs below on the basis of 
the information: 

(check each applicable item) 

□ supplied by the inventor(s). 

□ supplied by an individual associated with the filing and prosecution 
of this application. (37 C.F.R. § 1 .56(c)) 

S in the practitioner's file. 



Reg. No.: 18,637 peter L. Costas 


(type or print name of practitioner) 
Tel. No.: ( 860) 241--2630 Pepe & Hazard LLP 

225 Asylum St:reet 


Customer No.: 26614 p.q. Address 

Hartford CT 06103 


(Information Disclosure Statement— Section 10, Identification of Person{s) Making This Infomiation Disclosure 

statement [6-1]— page 16 of ) 


typo a plus sign W Inskle W5 box ^[ 
Untte rmfl PaoeiwofK Reduction Act of 1^95. no persons are required to respond 


PTO/SB/08A (10-96) 
Approved tor use through 10/31/99. 0MB 0651-0031 
Patent and TrademarK Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
to a opnection ol infonnation unless it contains a vaM OMB contro l number. 


^ 


Substitute for form 1449A/PT0 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Apptication Number 


Filing Date 


Flrat Named Inventor 


:iitt Evans et al 


Group Aft Unit 


Examiner Name 


Sheet 


of 


Attorney Docket Number 


NAM-1 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

Examiner 
initials' 

Cite 
No.' 

U.S. Patent Document 

Name ot Patentee or Appitcant 
ot CttBd Document 

Date of PublicBtion of 
Cited Document 
MM-DO-YYYY 

Pages, Co(umns, LloM. 

Wh#r* R*l«van| 
PaMagas or Ralavani 

. ^ KlndCod«» 
Number / \ 












rn>^*^*^ 

*^ '^^7 

































































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initiais' 

Cite 
No.' 

Foreign Patent Document 

IQndCodt* 

Office' Number* (irknoMn) 

Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 

Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 

Whara R«4*vafU 
PaMagas or Ralavant 
Flquras Aooaa^ 





























































































Examiner 


Date 


Signature 


Considered 



•EXAMINER: Initial fl reference considered, wtieltier or not cttalion is in contonnanco v«th MPEP 609. Draw line througfi citation if not in confonnance and not 
considered, indude copy of this fonn with next oomrnunication to appOcant 


' Unique citation designation number. ' See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Oocurrwnts. » Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
code (WIPO Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign ol the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document » Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 1 6 if 
posstole. •Applkant is to place a check mark here It English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement This forni is estimated to take 2,0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comrnents on 
the amount of time you are required to complele this form should be sent to the Chief Information Offteer. Patent and Trademark Office. Washington. DC 20231. 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents. Wash!r>gton, DC 20231 . 


(Information Disclosure Statement by Applicant (PTO/SB/08A) (1449A/PTO) [e-2]--iDage 1 of 1) 


Please type a plus sign (^) biskto thb boot 
Under the Papefwortc Reductkw Act of 1995. no 


FTO/SBMB (10-96) 
Approved for use through 10/31/99. 0MB 0651-0031 
Patent and Tradenwrtt Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


Substituta for form 1449Gff'T0 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


Sheet 


(use as many sheets as necessary) 

i T^fl 1 


Compl0t» If Known ^ 

Applkration Number 


FUlngDato 


Hrst Named Invsntor 

Cliff Evans et al 

Qroup Art Unit 


Examiner Narne 


Attorney Docket Number 

NAM-1 J 


OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 

Examiner 
initials* 

Cite 
No.' 

(ndude name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), tide of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, aeriai. symposium, catalog, etc), data, page(s). voiume-issue number(s). 
publisher, dty and/or country where published. 




WinterCover.com - Aquador Skiimner Closure System 











































Examiner 


Date 


Signature 


Considered 



'EXAMINER: Mttal V relarerioe conaiderad, whether or rwt diBtfon b in con^ Draw me through ctatlon if not in oonformance and not 

considered^ Include copy of Ihia ibriii with rwprt oommur>icatloi> lo appicanL 


' Unique citation designation number. ' AppAcant b to place a check mark hera H English bnguage Translation h attached. 

Burden Hour Statement Thb form b estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time wil vary dapendmg upon the needs of the irvAvidua} case. Anyoommenbon 
the amount of time you are requirBd to oompleto Ms form should be aent to the CNet IntormationOffioer. Patent and Trademark Offica. Washington. DC 20231. 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COIylPLETEO FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: AssbtantCommbsloner lor Patents. Washington. DC 20231. 


(Infonnation Disclosure Statement by Applicant (PTO/SB/08B) Other Prior Art— NonPatent Literature 

Documents (1449A/PTO) [^2.11— page 1 of 1) 


